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UntilfiftameftofBritainfinfi431 fifhadfneverfevenfseenfafroconut fsouthfKoreafbeingfwayftoofnorthernfto

growfitfandfthenfbeingfioofpoorfiofimportfluxury fitemsffhadfmeverfseenfrfi (1986 ).
g = AF SouthfKoreaftfbeing ( A I e ). wayfefi

too 7+ H ( ). toofi fiofVfEfi ~ . .thenfsfid (& ).

Thefonlyflormfoffroconutfihatfifnadfencounteredfwasfiessicated fshreddedfi eshfimixedfinfsomefbiscuitsfihat

werefsoldfasfexoticfireats : Thefonlyfformffi  frfi A thatfithadfencounteredfi fwas fmixedfr

32 ( ' 2 - mixing ). thatfwerefsoldfasfsfi + (A

biscuitsfi fwere

Ifhadfalwaysfbeenffondfoffpineapplefjuice foutfwhenfitfwasfmixedfwithfroconutfmilkfandfrum fihefresultfwas

magicalffhadfbeenfefil (& L ). beffondfoffefi . itfrfpineapplefjuice fwhen
A = (wasfimixedfwith).
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long distancefsailfshipsferossingfiropicalfwatersfarefsaidfiofhavefroutinelyfrarriedfimmaturefroconutsfasfan

emergencyfwaterfsupplyfbefsaidfiothavefp p fefi « S| gt = A
crossingfefi (ships a1). asfef
Itfistknownfiofhavefbeenfihefi rstfvegetablefoilfusedfbyfi sh and chipfshopsfinfBritain fwhichfwerefsetfupfoy
Jewishfimmigrantsfinfthefmid nineteenthfrenturyffbefknownftofhavefbeenfrfi et . usedfbyfr
=2 . whichfsfi (A sh and chipfshopsfi werefsetfup fi ).
Coir fthefi breffromfthefhuskfoffthefroconut fisfusedfinfropes forushes fsacks fmatsfandfalsofasfstu ngffor
mattresses : & = Coir . Coirffi 1 fisfused fbefusedfinffi 2 (befused) asffi

) and Al.

itsthusksfandfshellsfarefmadefintofcharcoal fwhilefroconutfoil franfbefmadefintofbiodiesel fasfitfisfinfthe
Philippinesfibefmadefintofsfi HE= ( ; befmadefoff{ firom3* ). whilefsfi . asfitfisfr
asfitfistmadefintofbiodieselffi o sy

Coconutfbeingfsuchfafversatilefandfusefulfthing fitfhasfromefiofsymbolizefthefnaturalfbountyfoffitheftropics :
Ak Coconut (= Asfroconutfisfsuchfafversatilefandfusefulfihing). 2 itfs
coconut fsuchfaftfi + . havefromefiofVfrf1 3
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ItfisfhofroincidencefthatfBounty fisfthe fname fof fafrhocolatefbar fpopularfinfBritainfand fCanada fwithfa
coconutfi llingfiHit fisfnofroincidencefthatfi frfi ( itfr &5
2l (whichfisfi 5 ).

Thefassociation fof froconutfwith fthefiropicsfisfsofieeply fentrenchedfthatfthefso calledfiRobinsonfCrusoe
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afthocolatefbar

economy fmodelfthatfmanyfeconomistsfusefi fisfafsingle commodityfeconomyfproducingfandfronsuming
+ thatfsfi ~ e (AR). thatA modelfi f1 A Z

is fproducingfandfronsumingfrfi

onlyfroconutffsoftfi  + 3%
thatfmanyfeconomistsfusefi fi fi

thesefgrewfiromfthefhusksfihatfhadfbeenfinfihefbagfoffrthickenffeedfthatfhefhadffoundfonfhisfwreckedfship

andfthrownfaway fihinkingfihatfiheyfwerefemptyffhadfiound (had) thrownfaway (2 1A
o]). thinkingfsfi ( oF ). theyfrfihefhusks f13 ii
LIy )

immature g unripe ripe

routinely = regularly rarely

emergency Ak crisis -

ingredient , A component -

lubricant grease -

takefover o replace -

husk A A outerfshell -

versatile multipurpose limited

symbolize Azl represent -

bounty , s abundance scarcity

coincidence o] chance -

luminary , star nobody

entrenched ingrained shallow

commodity 4 good -

o 8 o = WA A4 5 A o] = 2
S =N oF A A 2k = 194 AF Nutfiardffi3 i fif
. | ) Al =A A ( <&
)o =R AR .5 = ool ) Ad=' o of 2
g ' - Bountyffi - ZF - CelebrationsfMars finc fifi 2 . A
s = 4. . - o B (38 ii). Itfistnofroincidencefthat

Bountyfisfthefnamefefi A= B = = A / rubbing
shouldersfwithfsuchfcthocolatefbarfluminariesfsfi 2 Y £ Ab = / notfafsinglefmention
offroconutfrfi ™ A = Ak / 35 91 Itsfoilfef , Itffstknown fi
Itffvasfused frfi o] /35 92 therefsfo]
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3-3 '? 35 95-36 93
35 95-36 93- 212 , 7
35 95 it fis foften fused fto fiexplain fthe 4 - ‘explain fi= fi
human fpoverty ffrequently ffound = 4 d
infthefzone
35 96 poor frountries fare fpoor fbecause (8} AH)
theirfpeoplefdofnotfworkfhard
35 96 % given fthat fmost fif fnot fall fpoor = givenfthatf{ fif notfall
countriesfarefinfthefiropics
35 96 F they foften fattribute fthe flack fof = attributefAfiofB
workfethicfi fiofthefeasyfiiving
35 96 F the fieasy filiving fithat fithey 2 (supposedly)
supposedly figet fithanks fito fithe
bountyfoffihefiropics
36 A (35 96 In fthe ftropics fit fis fisaid fifood - A A 3y
) growsfeverywhere
36 A (35 96 consequently fi become fi less :industriousfi flazy
) industrious
36 1 mostly fiin fiprivate figiven fithe givenfifi  ( )
o ensivefnaturefoffthefargument
36 9% thefnatives fliefbeneathfaftoconut o]
treefandfwaitfforfroconutsfioffall
36 Y1+ rather fithan fitrying fito fiactively = ratherfthanfiing
growfor fbetterfstill fmakefthings
36 12 Quite fi fplausible ftale fi fiexcept : HE
thatfitfisfentirelyffalse
36 13 % Ifftheyfdid ftherefisfafdangerfthat z] - Akel : theyfefi
the fifalling ficoconut fiwill ficrush
theirfskulls
36 93 % anfurbanflegendfthatfroconutsfkill & ©] - True(Falsefgt3
more fipeople fithan fisharks fido
whichfisn tfirue
36 93 thefi ctitiousflazyfnative
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Ifftheftoconutfiymbolizesfthefnaturalfbountyfoffihefiropicalfzonefinfmanyfpeople sfminds fitfisfoftenfusedfio
explain fthefhumanfpovertyffrequentlyffoundfinfthefzoneftiffrfi ( ) .
befusedfiofVfefl ( to A ;befusedfiofiingfi ). frequentlyfioundfs

L
N

1
H

+
Afcommonfassumptionfinfrichfrountriesfisfthatfpoorfrountriesfarefpoorfbecauseftheirfpeoplefdofnotfwork
hard : f1 fis fthat#] =

Andfgivenfihatfmost fifnotfall fpoorfrountriesfarefinfihefiropics fiheyfoftenfattributefiheflackfoffworkfethic
offihefpeoplefinfpoorfrountriesfiofihefeasyfiivingfihatfiheyfsupposedlyfgetfigivenfthatfsfi 3 (

). iffnotfallfefi (AFe). attributefAfiofBfffA B = theyfefi =
theyfefi 2rC, supposedlyfefit =g ().
Infthefiropics fitfisfsaid ffoodfgrowsfeverywherefffi fwhilefthefhighftemperaturefmeansfthatfpeoplefdon t
needfsturdyfshelterforfmuchfrlothingfHitfisfsaid fe il Q] (- Al d). whilefefi

. meanfthatfsfi (A ).
Thisfidea fis foften fexpressedfi fmostly finfprivate fgivenfthefo ensivefnaturefoffthefargumentfi fusing
coconutfigivenftfi 3 ( ( ).

H
thefmatives fliefbeneathfafroconutfireefandfwaitfforfroconutsfioffall fratherfthanfiryingfiofactivelyfgrowfor

Aftommonfassumptionffi 4. theirfrfpoorfrountries

Alol
=2 21

|y

|
=

=~ = Alol
=2 a1

). usingfefi

betterfstill fmakefthingsfiwaitfforfr fOftfiofVfFfO ~H . ratherfthanfiingfrfi g of . tryfiofVir
~ . betterfstillfsfi (4rQ]). grow make to .
Quitefafplausibleftalefi fexceptfthatfitfisfentirelyffalse : (Itfisfquitefafplausiblefiale).

+

quitefafrfi . exceptfthatfrfd = ~
peoplefdofgetfkilledfbyffallingfroconuts fsofmuchfsofthatfitherefisfanfurbanflegendfthatfcoconutsfkillfmore

49

peoplefthanfsharksfio fwhichfisn tfirueffdofgetfkilledfrfg} doftfgetfi (K= ). sofmuchfsofthatfs
-+ 4 ~ A . legendfthatfrfi  that fsharksfdofrfi (killfpeople). whichfrfi

N o

T =

15
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L) )
assumption o, A presumption -
workfethic = diligence -
attributefAfiofB A Bfi = ascribefAftofB -
supposedly = L= allegedly actually
sturdy solid imsy
industrious diligent lazy
o ensive 2] , B insulting ino ensive
proponent advocate opponent
venturefifi z o dareftofsay -
plausible riy believable implausible
sensible reasonable foolish
crush smash -
urbanfiegend A myth fact
ctitious imaginary real
o] = o] of CI: 2 A = e
ojAl o]m o} - ' oo - AR E 3 '(supposedly)
5 ES B =" E <H(itfisfsaid) - =19 ; B
¥ 5 oo F o o =7 ¥ 3 44
= - AF = AA d ' . 35 95 itffsfoftenfused fr
theftoconutf{fi0 96 theirfpeoplefefi / theyfoftenfattributefefi 2t / thatftheyfsupposedlyfget
= ZC /36 91 Thisfideafsfp] Ak g 5 / 36 92 itfisfentirelyffalsefefi
(tale) / 36 93 theyffvantedfi fidid frfi oj / which fisn t ftrue fr fi A}
A.
e SR 28 o %
L2, %, i s 2 Er
3-4 c o] 36 94-37 92+38 iiififiv
36 94 -37 92+ 38 ilififivi? fi g 1] [2] - , 27
36 944 itfisfafcompletefmythfthatfpeople
infpoorfrountriesfi flackfinfterms
offworkfethic
36 14H manyfoffwhichfarefinfiheftropics manyfoffwhichffnanyfoffihem
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36 14 F theyfworkfmuchfharderfthanfiheir 1
counterpartsfinfrichftountries

36 95 afmuch thigherfproportion foffthe is
working age fi population fi is
working

36 155%F 3. %finflanzania f22%finfVietnam -
andfi 2%finflamaica

36 15 % 1. %finfSouthfKorea fihefsupposed T L=
nationfoffworkaholics

38 iii either figainfully fiemployed for fi q -9 9
activelyfiookingfforfafjob

36 Y6 F onfaveragef] 4%foffchildrenfaged -

veftofseventeen

36 96 % this fidoes finot fiinclude fichildren o] 1 - 3t
doingfichildren sfwork

36 96 nearly fihalf fithe fichildren fiwere
workingfffi4% fi faroundfY) %

36 174 inftheirfphysicalfprime :primefi fdecline

36 7% asthighfasf) %f1 flessfthanfi) %fin
fortyforfsofpoorfrountries

37 il (36 97  Ifbelieve fthese fare fvery fvaluable B 1

) thingsflorfotherfreasons

37 1N% work fmuch flater finto ftheir flives = thanfrfdoftfi
than fido fitheir firich country
counterparts

37 2% aroundfi) 3) %fiongerfi fandfj O -
/) %flonger

37 12F despiteftheirfreputationfforfbeing Z: theirfrfiheflapanese
workerfants

s 3 94H , (Z o ) & s #H
A FE s o o . A
o] 2t A 2019 2 83%,
77%, 67%% , ©°] 60%, 61%, ©| cH 63%%
3 J Z 2% 2 oF o 3 J 2
=3 o]
A 2010~18 (LDCs) 5-17A 29% ©o|H |
o, = = oo ®m & & of
1,000 3 2,43 A 7 3. HEH49%)  °f
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itfisfaftompletefmythfthatfpeoplefinfpoorfrountries fmanyfoffwhichfarefinfithefiropics fiackfinfiermsfoffwork

ethic : it that?. manyfoffwhichfrfi (A poorfrountrieséi which).
manyfoffthem |
usuallyfafmuchfhigherfproportionfoffihefworking agefpopulationfisfworkingfinfpoorfcountriesfthanfinfrich
ones : afproportionffi  fi fis fmuchfefi 7+ . thanfinfrichfonesfsfinf} Ar 2. onesfr
countries
UNICEFfi festimatesfthat fduringfihefi) ) 3fperiod fonfaveragef) 4%foffchildrenfagedfi vefiofseventeenfin
the fleast fdeveloped frountries fffiDCs fvere fwworking : . (29% of) + of fi
(childrenfi ) £ were fagedfi vefiofseventeenfrfgr A ).
Thefpercentagefoffihosefwhofarefinfiertiaryfeducationfoffihefrelevantfagefrohortfrouldfoefasthighfasft) %fin
somefrichfrountriesfi fwhereasfitfisfiessfihanfi) %finfiortyforfsofpoorfrountries : Thefpercentageffi ~ f?
could o] of o, itfisffi gk thosefwhofsfi 2 offthe
relevantfagefrohortfefpercentage  A2( & ). asthighfasfefi & ( ).whereasfsfi .or
sofffl
infrichfrountries fmostfpeoplefaremotfworkingfuntilfiheyfarefwellfintoftheirfearlyfadulthood fmanyfoffthem
learningfthingsfthatfmayfotfdirectlyfraiseftheirfeconomicfproductivityf8notfi funtilfrfi .
H . wellfintofefi E . manyfoffthemfiearningfefi 4+ (manyfoffthem) . may
notfdirectlyfefi ~ o} C ).

Butfinsofarfasftheyfarefstillfalive foldfpeoplefinfpoorfrountriesfiendftofworkfmuchfiaterfintoftheirflivesfthan
doftheirfrich countryfeounterparts fasfmanyfoffihemfrannotfa ordfiofietirefffinsofarfasfefi 3 . thanftfdo

+ = Z (dofsfwork Ht ).asfsfi . a ordfiofVfrh

Peoplefinfpoorer fihotter frountriesfi fworkfaroundfi) 3) %flongerfihanfdofthefGermans fihefDanesforfihe

French fandfi0 ) %flongerfihanfdoftihefAmericansforfihefjapanese : + (60 80% longer) = ~&
.thanfdoftfi = . and .

theflapanesefifvhofare foyfthefway fiespiteftheirfreputationfforfbeingfworkerfants fihesefilaysfworkingfiess

thanfthefAmericans ffwhofsfi (A thefjapanese). despiteftfi  (reputation). reputationffor

beingfifrh . byfthefwayfzfi . thesefdaysfifi & =
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they fproduce fmuchfiless fbecause
theyfarefnotfasfproductive

not fieven fimainly fidue fito fithe
qualitiesfoffindividualfworkers

as fi1individual fi workers fias
productive fas ftheir frich country
counterparts

uponfarrival fdespiteftheffactfthat
theyfdofnotfacquirefextrafskills

better fitechnologies i fihigher
quality finfrastructure fi fbetter
functioningfsocialfarrangements

It fis fas fif fa fjockey fivho fused fto
struggle fwith fan fundernourished
donkeyfisfsuddenlyfriding

who fiwins fithe firace fiis filargely
determinedfbyfthefhorse

why fipoor ficountries fihave filess
productivefl farrangementsfi fisfa
complexfstory

low valuefprimaryfrommoditiesfi
intractablefifde cientfifunfair

whatfisfrlearfisfthat

forces fithat fiare fibeyond fitheir
control i fileast fiof fiall fitheir
unwillingnessfiofworkfhard

has fihelped fithe figlobal felites fi
blamefthefpoorfindividuals

Perhaps fgetting fthe fstory fabout
thefcoconutfrightfwillfhelp
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Iffpeoplefinfpoorfrountriesfarefactually fworking fmuchfharderfthanftheir frounterpartsfinfrich fcountries

their fpoverty frannot fbe fa fmatter fof ftheir fdiligence : 43 ( Al ).
cannotfbefrfi 0] (&4 A ). afmatterfoffsf

they fproduce fmuch fless fbecause fthey fare fnot fas fproductivefinot fes fi fi =~3 e+ o} (asftheir
counterpartsfinfrichfcountriesfi ). muchfiessfefi Z ( ).

Thisflowfproductivityfis finfiurn fnotfevenfmainlyfduefiofihefqualitiesfoffindividualfworkers fsuchfasftheir
educationflevelforfnealthffduefioftfi =~ . notfevenfmainlyfsfi ( -

AF ' ). infiurnfsfi ,

immigrantsffrom fpoor feconomies finto frich fones fexperience fa fvast fincrease fin ftheir fproductivity fupon
arrival fdespite fthe ffact fthat fthey fdo fnot facquire fextra fskills for fexperience fidramatic fimprovements fin

healthfBuponf+fi =~3 38l | despite gk theffactfihatf+f&]. dofnotfAforfBfsfA B
= o | experiencefsfi  (acquire &).
Itfisfasfif fafjockeyfwhofusedfiofstrugglefwithfanfundernourishedfionkeyfisfsuddenlyfridingfafthoroughbred
racehorseffasfiffi A (werefriding) , 41 . 4 isfriding fwhofusedfiofVffi
+2 A - (¥ -3 ).
whofwinsfthefracefisflargely fdeterminedfbyfthefhorsefi forfthefdonkeyfi fthatthefisfriding : who
A ( ) is foefdeterminedfoyfefi AA . thatfhefisfridingfefi

(A thefhorse). hefefthefiockey

why fpoor frountries fhave fless fproductive ftechnological fand fsocial farrangements fthat fresult fin flow
productivityfisfaftomplexfstoryfihatfiequiresfiiscussionfoffafwholefhostfofflactorsfihatfiftannotfdofjusticefio

infthisfshortfrhapterfifwhy 2] ( ) is fthatfresultfinfefi (A arrangementsfi
). dofjusticefiofefi (thatfiftannotfdofjusticefioffi #). afwhole
hostfoffrfi

whatfisfrlearfisfihatfpoorfpeoplefinfpoorfrountriesfarefpoorfiargelyfbecausefoffi fiorcesfihatfarefoeyondfiheir
control fratherfthanfbecausefoffiheirfindividualfshortcomings fleastfoffallfiheirfunwillingnessfiofworkfhard :

whatZ] + isfrfihatZ = ~ . beyondfone sfrontrolfsfi . ratherfthanfr
~ . leastfoffall frfifr fi
Bboo@ )
diligence industry laziness
productivity | e ciency ine ciency
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high end upscale low end
acquire 3 gain lose
steep , sharp gradual
undernourished A underfed well fed
thoroughbred purebred mixed breed
dofjusticefio treatffully -
domination rule -
intractable ] stubborn manageable
de cient A3t inadequate adequate
corrupt dishonest honest
shortcoming paps) aw strength
restitution Ab compensation -
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ojzl 2} o)™ Azl gy o / whofwinsfthefracefisflargely
determinedfbyfihefhorsefsfi = s . . 2l A3 = / the
restfoffusfrfi =T /37 94 Thesefthingsfrfi 7t / heffsfriding frfihefjockeyfi f1 3

9, fihosefelitesfrf1s
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H Coconutffi PDFfi/ .3 40
Z £16  (904) + 1 (104) = 1004. s a9l
A x4 Ask
1. a ]| bS] ? 3. a ]| k| ? [5.43]
[5.44]

Onefpointfabout fpovertyfinfpoorationsfisfrlear fPeople
there fstay fpoor fmostly fowing fto fhistorical fpolitical fand
technological fpressures fthey frannot frontrol fnot fto ftheir
ownfi aws fandfleastfoffallfioflaziness fThefcoconutfmyth fa
basicfmisreadingfoffthefrootsfoffpoverty fhasfietfglobalfelites
fromfrichfandfpoorfationsfalikefputfthefblamefonfthefpoor
Getting fthefroconut fstory fright fmight thelp feveryone felse
pressfthosefelitesfonthardfissues ffromfhistoricalfinjustice
and fcompensation fto fthe fimbalance fof fpower fbetween
nationsfandfthefneedfforfeconomicfandfpoliticalfreformfat
home

Thefpoorfmustfworkfharderftofescapefpoverty
Globalfelitesfdeservefrreditfforfi ghtingfpoverty
Stopfblamingfihefpoorforfpovertyfoeyondfiheirfrontrol
Poorfnationsfshouldfrelyfonfiropicalfabundance
Personalfi awsfmainlyfrausefpovertyfinfpoorfnations

2. a &l 3 ? [5.4%]

Coconutthasfsofmanyfusesfthatfitthasfbecome fatfleastffor
many foutsiders fafsymbolfoffthefnaturalfabundanceffound
infhotfrountries fThatfisfwhyfafchocolatefbarfwithfafroconut
centre faffavouritefinfBritainfandfCanada fisfralledfBounty
andfhardlyfbyfchance fOnfthefwrapperfarefaftoconutfpalm
anfopenedfroconut fwhitefsandfandfafclearfbluefsea fBounty
mayfotfrankfamongfthefworld sftopfcthocolatefbrands fbut
itfisfpopular fenough fto thavefafplacefinfCelebrations fthe
Mars finc fooxfoffminiaturefbars fnextfiofstarsflikefsnickers
TwixfandfGalaxy

Coconut3AfSymbolfoffTropicalfPlenty
WhyfBountyfisfthefivorld sfBest KnownfChocolate
ThefHiddenfCostsfoffGrowingfCoconut

HowfMars finc finventedfthefCoconutfBar
TropicalfPeople sfi.ovefforfChocolate

23

Thefbelief fthat fpeoplefinfpoorfnations fivhich fare foften
tropical flackfafworkfethicthasfnofbasisfinffact finfiruth fihey
work ffar tharder fthan fpeople fin fivealthy fnations fforfone
thing fafmuchfbiggerfsharefof fworking agefpeoplefusually
hasfafjobfinfpoorfnations finf} ) 4 fiworldfBankfi guresfon
labourfforcefparticipationfputfthefratefatf8. %fforfTanzania
22%ftorfVietnamfandfi 2%fforflamaica foutfatfi . %fforfsouth
Korea fsupposedlyfafnationfoffworkaholics fi %fforfthefUs
andfjustfi ) Y%florfGermany

SouthfKoreafisfirulyfafnationfoffworkaholics
Richfnationsthavefmorefpeoplefseekingfwork
Tropicalfheatfweakensfthefwillfiofwork
Thefpoorfworkfharderfthanfpeoplefinfrichfnations
Unemploymentfmainlyfrausesfglobalfpoverty

4, somefprejudicesfdiefhard a

& & ? [6.0Z]

Some ftwenty vefyearsfafter thisfi rstfpi afrolada fthe
authorthasfgrown ftoflike froconut finfother fformsftoo fHe
loves froconut fivater ffor fitsfrool fsweet fyet fsalty ftaste fAt
saladfparsfinfSouthfAmericaforfsouth eastfAsia fhefioadsfup
onfpalmfhearts fthoughfthesefmayfcomeffromfotherfkinds
offpalmfratherfthanfthefcoconutfpalm fHefhasfevenfiearned
tofenjoy fif motfexactlyfadore fthefgratedfroconutfinfSouth
Indianfdishesflikefthorenforfsambar fetthefisfstillfnotfwon
over fby froconut fin fbiscuits fsuch fas fimacaroonsé fsome
prejudicesfdiefhard.

Hefhasfdroppedfallfhisfearlyfviewsfonfroconut
Hisfoldfdistastefforfroconutfinfbiscuitsfremains
Palmfheartsfrarelyfromeffromfroconutfpalms
HefnowfprefersfbiscuitsfiofSouthfindianfiood
Prejudicesfagainstfroconutfarefspreading
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5. whofwinsfithefracefisflargelyfileterminedfbyfihe
horse a ]| 7 ? [5.43]

Infpoorfrountries flowfproductivityfdoesfnotfmostlyfrome
downftofindividualfworkers ftraits fsuchfasthowthealthyfor
educated fthey fare fSuch ftraits frount fin frertain ftop level
jobs fyetfinfmostfkindsfof fvorkfafpoor countryfworkerfis
individually fjust fias fproductive fias fia frich country fione
Considerfmigrantsfwhofmoveffromfpoorftofrichfeconomies
Withoutfpickingfupmewfskillsforfbecomingfmuchfhealthier
theyfseeftheirfproductivityfleapfasfsoonfasftheyfarrive fThe
di erence fis fthat fthey fnow fuse fsuperior ftechnology fin

better managed f1 workplaces fi and fi enjoy fi stronger
infrastructure fand fsounder fsocial finstitutions fimagine fa
jockeyfwhofhasfiongfbattledfwithfathalf starvedfdonkeyfand
isfsuddenlyfgivenfafthoroughbredftofride fHisfskillfmatters
yetfwhofwinsfithefracefisfiargelyfdeterminedfbyfthefhorse.

Afskilledfriderfranfwinfonfanyfanimal
Immigrantsfgainfnewfskillsftwhenftheyfmove
Goodfhealthfisfihefkeyfiofproductivityfinfallfjobs
Richfrountriesfirainftheirfworkersfmorefrarefully
Thefronditionsfaroundfworkersfmatterfmorefthanfiheir
ownfability

6.
[6.0Z]
Afsmaller fshare fof fpeoplefin fpoorfrountriesfreach fpost
retirement fage fwhich fis feomewhere fbetween fsixty fand
sixty sevenfdependingfonfwherefyouflive fietfolderfpeople
therefwhofarefstill falivefgenerally frarry fonfworking fmuch
longerfthanfi ftheirfipeersfin fivealthy frountries fbecause
manyfoffi fthemfhavefnofmoneyfiofretirefon fAfgreatfmany
offi fthemfkeepfgoingfuntilfi ftheyfiarefphysically ffrail
running fitheir fiown fifarms fior fishops fior fidoing fiunpaid
household fand ficare fwork fiwhat fis fmore fwhen fpoor
countryfpeoplefwork ftheyfworkffarflonger finfBangladesh
Indonesia fCambodiafand fSouthfAfrica fpeoplefwvorkfsome
1) 3) %fmorethoursfthanfthefFrench fDanesforfGermans
andf; O /) %fmorefthanfthe fiapanese for fAmericans fThe
Japanese fdespitefi ftheirfiworkerfant fimage fnowfactually

Y
D

workflessfthanfAmericans

24

EdiblefEconomicsfifthapterfi fLOCONUT

7. 2

a X °]

? [5.43]

Coconutthasfusesfbeyondfthefkitchen fAnfunripefroconut
holds ficlean fwater fiand fsailing fships fion flong ftropical
voyages freportedly ftook fiyoung ficoconuts fialong fias fian
emergencyfsupply fCoconutfoilfwas fasffarfasfwetknow fthe
earliest fivegetable fioil fithat fiBritish fi sh and chip fishops
cooked fiwith6fithose fishops fiwere fifounded fiby fijewish
immigrantsfaroundfthefmiddlefof fthefnineteenthfrentury
andfNut fLard fvasfafwell knownfbrand fThefoilfalsofgoes
intofsoapfandfrosmetics fractoriesfoncefusedfitfiofiubricate
machines funtil fpetroleum based fproducts ftook fits fplace
andfitfprovidedfglycerinefforfdynamite fCoir fwhichfisfhusk

bre fisfmadefintofmats fsacks forushesfandfropesfandfused
tofstu fmattresses fHusksfandfshellsfbecomefcharcoal fand
infthefPhilippinesfthefoilfisfiurnedfintofbiodiesel

WA A5 A
2 194 b}
A
o] =
2
s o
8&. 1 ®o o  ?[543]

Many fchildrenfinfpoorfrountriesfare fat fivork fwhen fthey
shouldfbefatfschool fAccordingfiofUNICEFfestimatesfforfihe
,) ) 3fperiod fj 4%foffi ve to seventeen year oldsfinfthe
groupfoffieastfdevelopedfrountriesftiDCs fonfaverage thad
jobs fRoughlyfspeaking fLDCsfarefrountriesfwhosefincome
isfunderf$ ))) fihoughfihefo cialfde nitionfisfmuchfmore
complicated fThefi gurefexcludesfso calledfichildren sfwork
for fexample fhelping fwith fhousework fminding fyounger
siblingsforfdoingfafpaperfround finfEthiopiafalmostfhalffof
all frhildren fffi4% fworked fand fin fBenin fBurkina fFaso
Cameroon fChadfand fSierra flLeone fthe frhild flabour frate
thatfis fihefsharefoffchildrenfatfwork fwasfaboutfy) %

Al A 2010-18 Ak
29% 5-174
29% o] = = o]
%
ot o)
= 0%
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0, a ) E ? [6.03]

Forfaboutfthef rstfthirty vefyearsfoffhisflife fihefauthor
thoughtfiittlefoffroconut fHethadfnotfseenfafsinglefroconut
beforethefmovedftofBritainfinfi431 fi fsincefSouthfkKoreaflay
tooffarfnorthfiofgrowfiheffruitfandfwasfthenfioofpoorftofouy
foreignfilluxuries flikefimportedffruit fThefonly froconutfhe

hadfeomefacrossfwasfdried fgratedfi eshfi fmixingfinto
biscuits fsold fas fexotic fsnacks fHis fopinion fwas fturned
upsidefdownfinftheflatefi44) s fvhenthethadfhisfi rstfpi a
colada fwhile fon tholiday fat fa fbeach fin fCanc n fHe thad
alwaysfliked fpineapplefjuice fbutfrombined fwith frumfand
coconutfmilk fitfi ftastedfmagical fHalffoffthefiripfwentfon

pi afroladaséfthe frest fhe fspentfi  frhasingfihis ftoddler
daughterfaround
) fiA ffR ff6 B g
& ?[5.4%]

Whatfholdsfbackfworkersfinfpoorfnationsfisflessfiheirfown
abilityfthanfthefweakfiechnologiesfandfsocialfarrangements
around fithem fiwhy fipoor finations fiend fuup fiwith fisuch
unproductive farrangements ffA ffs f( fare9fa fromplicated
question fand fthe fauthor fadmits fthat fone fshort fchapter
cannot fdofit fjustice f8till the flists fthe fkey ffactors fOnefis
colonial firule fiwhich fiforced fimany ficountries fiinto fif§
&pecializef( fspecializing9fin fprimary fgoods fof flittle fvalue
Othersfincludefbitterfpolitical fdivisionsfthat fresist fsolution
and fifailing fielites5filandlords fiwho fiproduce finothing
capitalistsfwhofiackfdynamism fandfcorruptfieadersfwithfno
vision fFinally fiherefisfafglobalfeconomicforderfftt f8vhatf{
that%isftiltedfiowardfrichfnations

A B f&
is specialize what

are specializing that

are specialize that
is specializing that
is specialize that
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11. 1 A 3

—_ I =2 =
of ? [6.0%]

Infwealthyfrountries fmostfpeoplefbetweenfi3fandf / fan
agefwhenfthefbodyfisfatfitsfi fprime farefenrolledfinfjunior
colleges funiversities for fhigher fin fa ffew frich frountries
including fFinland fSouthfKoreafandfthe fUS fupftofd) % fof
thisfage fgroup fmay fbefinftertiaryfeducation fwhereasfthe
sharefisfi  fbelowfi ) % fin fabout fiforty fipoor ficountries
Consequently fmostfyoungfpeoplefinfrichfrountriesfdofmot

startfworkfuntilfwellfintofadulthood fManyfstudyfsubjects
such festhistory fanthropology fphilosophy fand fliterature
which fmayfnotfi fdirectlyfimake fthem fmore fproductive
economically fiYet frthe fauthor fbelieves fsuch fstudies fare

worthlessfforfotherfreasons fsofhefdoesmotfdismissfthose
yearsfasfwasted

12. = 7 g q 2[60%]

Look fat fthe fevidence fas fa fwhole fCompared fwith frich
countries fpoorfrountriesthavefmorefofftheirfadultsfinfthe
workforce fmore fchildren fat fwork finstead fof fin fschool
morefoldfpeoplefworkingfuntilftheirfoodiesffail fandflonger
hours ffor fthose fivho fwork fif fpoor country fpeoplefreally
work fso fimuch fharder fthan fpeople fin frich fones ftheir
poverty frannot fbefexplainedfby fany fshortage fof fdiligence
Instead fitfromesfdownfiofi fThesefpeoplefspendffar
more fhours fover ffar fmore fof ftheir fiives fat fwork fthan
peoplefinfrichfrountriesfdo fyetfthey fturnfoutfmuchfless
becausefeachfhourfofftheirflabourfyieldsfless

productivity
diligence
workingfhours
climate
willpower
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13. 1
? [6.03]

Were fthey ftofdofso fthey fiwould frisk fhaving fa ffalling
coconutfrrackfiheirfskulls

29 , 3 A= &

According fto fa fpopular fstory ftropical fpeople fare fpoor
becauseftheyfliefunderfroconutfpalms fwaitingfforfthefnuts
to fdrop fit fsounds fbelievable fenough fexcept frhat fit fis
completelyffalse fth fifforfonefithing flewfsensiblefpeoplefin
theftropicsfwouldfstretchfoutfunderfafcoconutfpalm feven
forfafireefnut fifi fiffallingfroconutsfreallyfdofkillfpeople fso
oftenfinffactfthatfanfurbanfmyth fanfuntruefone frlaimsfthey
causefmorefdeathsfthanfsharks fth fifsofevenfthefmade up
lazyfnative fwouldfnotfliefunderfthefpalm fffi fifHefwould
ratherfwaitfelsewhere flyingfdownfiffhefwished fandfgofover
nowfandfthenfiofseefwhetherfaftoconutfhadfdropped fifi fi

14. a = ? [5.43]

As fthe fauthor frame facross fmore fsavoury fdishes fusing
coconutfmilk thisfregardfforfroconutfrose fi fFirstfhefmet
thefred fandfgreen frurries fof fThailand fthenflaksa fafhot
Malaysian Singaporean fnoodle fsoup fmade fwith froconut
milk fi fThenframefnasiflemak fafricefdishfoffMalaysiafand
Indonesia frooked fwith fpandan fleaves fand froconut fmilk
eatenfwithfchillifsambal fplusfextrasflikefcucumber fhalffan
egg fpeanutsfandfrrispyfanchovies fi fOnfafvisitfiofBrazilthe
grewftoflovefmoquecafBaiana fthefBahianftakefonfthefi sh
stewfmoqueca fi avoured fwith fcoconut fmilk fand fchilli fi
Coir fthefi breftakenffromfroconutthusks fisfusedftofmake
mats fsacks fbrushesfandfropes fi fFinally fdishesffromfsri
LankafandfSouthfindia frichfwithfeoconutfmilkfyetflighter
than fmorthern findian ffood ficompleted fihis ficonversion
thoughfhefdoesfnotfrlaimfiofiikefthemfbetter

Y
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15.
[5.42]
For fmany fpeople fthe froconut frepresents fthe fnatural

wealthfof ftheftropics fandfitfisffrequentlyfralled fonfto
explain fwhyfsofmanyfpeopleftherefarefpoor

fA fThatfeasyflife fihefstoryfgoes fromesffromffoodfgrowing
everywhere ffromfbananasftofmangoes fandffromfatheat
thatfmakesfsturdyfhousingfandfmuchfclothingfneedless fso
people fisurvive fiwithout fiworking fihard fiand figrow filess

olN
J

A &l % ?

industrious

fB fAfwidespreadfbelieffinfwealthyfrountriesfisfihatfpoverty
infpoorfrountriesfromesffromfpeople sffailurefiofworkfhard
Asfmostfpoorfrountriesfarefiropical fthisfsupposedflaziness
isfoftenfblamedfonfithefeasyflifeftheftropicsfarefthoughtfto
provide

ffi fBecausefthefclaimfisfo ensive fpeoplefusuallyfvoicefthis
viewfoffiropicalflazinessfprivately foftenfwithfroconutSthe
natives ftheyfrlaim fliefbeneathfafroconutfpalmfwaitingffor
fruit fto fdrop frather fthan ffarming for fbetter fyet fmaking
things

A fi i f1 fiB

B fiffA fi fit

B fifit fi fifA

o fi fiA f1 {8

ffi fifiB fifiA

16. a G| : (a),
fa &= 7t 9 & ? [5.44]

Coconutfisfsofi rmlyftiedfiofthefiropicsfthatfitfevenfshows
up finfeconomics fteaching fMany feconomists fteach fbasic
ideasfwithfafmodelfralledfthefiRobinsonfCrusoefeconomy
whichfproducesfandfronsumesfafsinglefgood froconut fYet
thefnovelfRobinsonfCrusoefneverfoncefmentionsfroconut
The ffruits fCrusoe feats fon this fisland fare fmelons fgrapes
lemons fand flimes fHe falso fgrows frice fand fhbarleyé&these
sprangfupffromfhusksthefhadftossedfoutfoffafchicken feed
bagthefdiscoveredfonthisfwreckedfship fassumingfthefbag
wasfempty filefi shesfandfhuntsfgoatsfasfwell fyetfroconutfis
entirelyfabsentfiromfhisfmeals

fCoconutfisfsofrloselyfiA i fwithfthefiropicsfihat
economists fbuilt fa fteaching fmodel faround fit feven
thoughfthefnovelfthefmodelfisfnamedfafterffB i
coconut

associatedfi fleavesfout
contrastedfi fleavesfout
associatedfi fcelebrates
comparedfi fdependsfon
confusedfi ffeatures
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Beforefroming ftofBritainfinfi431 fthefauthorthadfnever
seenfrfroconut fandthisfi rstfpi afroladafwasfinfCanc n
Mexico fduringftheflatefi44) s fCoconut fis fuseful fin fmany
ways6fin frhe fPhilippines fifor finstance fits fioil fbecomes
biodiesel fiEconomists fiteach fiwith fia fiRobinson fiCrusoe
economy fbuilt fion ficoconut fiyet fthe fmovel fitself fnever
mentionsftheffruit fCoconutfisfalsofusedftofblameftropical
poverty fonflaziness fbutfthefnumbersfdisagree flfanzania s
labour fforce fparticipation fratefinfy ) 4fwasfB. % fagainst
1) % fifor iGermany fiDuring fi, ) ) 3 fi, 4% fiof fi ve to
seventeen year olds fiin fithe fiworlds fileast fideveloped
countries fivere fivorking fandfpeople finthot fpoorfnations
likefCambodiafworkfi) 3) %flongerfihanfGermans

<QuUIZ>

fh finfwhatfyearfdidfthefauthorfromefiofBritain7

Answerfforffifs
ffi fWherefdidfthefauthorfhavefhisfi rstfpi aftolada7

Answerfforfifi 1
ffi finfwhichfrountryfisfroconutfoilfmadefintofbiodiesel7

Answerfforffh 1
ffi fisfitftrueforffalsefthatfroconutfisfmentionedfinfthe
novelfRobinsonfCrusoe7

Answerfforfiff 1
ffi fiWhatfwasfTanzania sflabourfforcefparticipationfrate
infy) 47

Answerfforffb 1
ffi fin fthe fleast fdeveloped ficountries fwhat fshare fof
childrenfoetweenf1 vefandfseventeenfwerefworking?7

Answerfforffth 1
ff fHow fmuchflonger fthan fthe fGermansfdofpeoplefin
Cambodiafwork?

Answerfforfif 1

27

EdiblefEconomicsfifthapterfi fLOCONUT

A fBahia
B0 /)%
CH14%

D flatefi44) s
E fPuertofRico
F fTrue

G 22%

H fsrifianka
I18. %

11/ 4%

K fMalaysia
Lfy) 4
MA) %

>

Nf) %

O fihefPhilippines

P fFalse

Q fEthiopia
R fCanc n
sfi) 3)%
T f1431
Ufi. %
V) %

W findonesia
xfi)) 3
Y fTanzania
Z fBrazil
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that
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A
W43 1 x£3
1 A ! & , T £
Fis = 5 (24 1),

2 gE d(24 94) o] X = 2

gl =t (25 93).3 g
o4 olF ot = 4 T o 4 & o 35
%6), += A (37 13). )

gE s AH =4 ) A
5 1 23 = = . 1 3
¥ 004 % )
]| ‘fMorefseriously fitfisfafrompletefi fthatfpeoplefinfpoorfrountries

manyfoffwhichfarefinfthefiropics flackfinftermsfoffworkfethic
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